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SHORT VIEW of the REIGN 

OF 

King H EN KT the Third! 

AFter the Death of King JoJm, Henry 
the Third, being but a Child, afcend* 
eth the Throne ; mild and gracious, 
but eafie of Nature; whofe Innocen- 
cy and natural Goodnefs lead him fafe 
along the various Dangers of his Father's Reign. 
Happy was he in his Uncle the Earl of Pemlrook^ 
the Guide of his Infancy ; and no lels than for 
Thirty Years after, whilft De Burgo , that faft 
Servant of his Father, againft the French, both 
in Normandy and England , with Bygod Earl of 
Norfolk , and others ot like Gravity and Experi- 
ence, did manage the Affairs: Few and no other 
were the Diftempers then in State, but fuch as 
are incident to all; the Commons g'ecdy of Li- 
berty, and tile Nobility of Rule: And' hut ,one 
violent Storm, raifed by fome old and coolant 
Followers of his Father, Fulco de Brent, William 
de Fortibuty and others, Men that could only 
thrive by the Wars, mifliking thofc days of Slotli ; 

A z ' for 



(2) 

for fo they termed that Calm of King Henrys Go- 
vernment: And the rather, becauie the Jufticc 
of Quiet Times urged from them, to the lawful 
Owners , fuch Lands and Caftles as the Fury of 
War had unjultly given them. For rinding in 
the Uprightncfs of the King, that Power of Pro- 
tection ihould not be made a Wrong-doer, they 
fell out into that Rebellion, that with it ended 
their Lives and Competitors ; profefiing , That 
thote their Swosds that had fertile Crown upon 
their Sovereign's Head, when neither Majefty 
nor Law ceuld , Ihould now fecure thole frnall 
Pittances to their Mailers, when Majelly or Law 
would not- Dangerous are too great Benefits of 
Subjects to their Princes, when it makerh the 
Mind only capable of Merit, nothing cf Duty. 
No other Difquiet did the State alter this feci, t ut 
fuch as is incident in all, the malice to Authority. 
Good and Great Men may fecure themfr Ives from 
Guilt, but not from Envy. The Greatdt in Ti ult 
ot Publkk Affairs, are (till Ihot at by the afpiring 
of thole that deem themfelves lefs in Irnploymene 
than they are in Merit. Thcfe Vapours did ever 
and eafily vanillf , fo long as the Helm was guided 
by temperate Spirits, and the King tied his Acti- 
ons to the Rule of good Counfel , and not of 
young, paflionate, or (ingle Advice. Thirty years 
were now parted, and aii the old Guides of hisi 
¥outh dead <tiat Butfte : Burgo, a Man in whom 
nothing of Worth was wanting but Moderation ; 
whofe Length or Days gave him the advantage 
of Sole Power; his own Ambition and Age gave 
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him Defire and Art to keep out others; which 
wrought him into the fatal Envy of rnoft; and 
that increafed in the new Title of Earl, and great 
Oifice the King then gave him. 

Time by this had wrought, as in it felf, fo in 
the Affefrions of others, and of the People, a Re- 
volution : The AffliQion of their Fathers forgot- 
ten, and the Surfeit of long Peace perchance ha- 
ving let in fome Abufes; irom hence the Com- 
mons (to whom da^s prefent feem ever wcrlt) 
commend the fore gone Ages they never remcm- 
brcd, and condemn the prefent, though t hey knew 
neither the Difeafe thereof, nor the Remedy. 

To thefe idle and ufual Humours fell in fome 
of*the young, and noble Spirits, warm, and over- 
wcaning ; who being as truly ignorant as the reft, 
firft, by ful lying die Wifdom of the prefent and 
greateft Rulers, making each cafual Miihap their 
Errors, feem to decypher every Elcmiifa in Go- 
vernment ; and then by holding certain imaginary 
and fantaftick Forms of Commonwealths, liatrcr 
their own Eelief and Ability, that they can moid 
any State to thofe General Rules, which in par- 
ticular application will prove idle and gcofs Ab- 
furd it ies. 

Next, confirmed in their own Worth by Sun^ 
very and Spencer, they take it as a fit time to 
work themfelves into Aclion and Imploymcntf 
a thing they had long defired, and novv (though 
unwilling to feem fo) do be 'fori And doubtkis 
the fartheit of tlieir aim was yet to become cuaicc 
^Inftrumentsin ferving the Stare,, it they had beer* 
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then held fit and worthy. But the King taught 
by the new Eari, That Conftlia fettum haft as juve- 
num effe, and that fuch Wits ( for fo they would 
be (tiled) were novandis quam gerendis rebus aptio- 
res, fitter, in being Factious, to diforder, than to 
fettle Affairs, either delayed or denyed their De- 
fires ; lor wife Princes willjsver chufe their Inflru- 
ments, per negotiis, and not fupra. Creatures out. 
of meer Election, that are onely theirs, otherwife 
without Friends or Power? 

Amongft this unequal Medly , there were of 
the Nobility Richard Marfoatl Earl of Pembrook, 
, Clocefler and Hertford, Darlings of the Multitude; 
fome for the Merit of their Fathers, whofe Me- 
mories they held Sacred, as Pillars of Publick-Li- 
berty, and Oppofers of encroaching Monarchy. 
At Runne-Mead the Armies met. And of the Gen- 
try, FitzGeoffry^ Bardo/ph, GriJ2ey 7 MaunJeS, and 
.Fttz-John : Spirits of as much acrimony and aro- 
gant Spleen, as the Places from whence they were 
elected, Camp, Court, or Country, could afford 
any. Thefe by Force would effect what the others 
did effect by Cunning ; but all impatient to fee 
their Ends thus fruftrate, and that fo long as the 
King followed the direction of the Earl of Kent, 
they had fmall hope of their Defires, they made 
often Meetings, and, as one faith of them, C/am& 
noclurnis colloquiis aut fiexum in vefperum die. 

At laft Summery and Spencer , two that were 
fair in Opinion with the reft, Gentlemen, by Fo- 
reign Education and Imployment more qualified 
than ufually Men of thefe Times, and that fet, 
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upon their own Deferts the bell Places when* the 
Stream fliould turn, (which one of them, Spencer % 
did unworthily obtain : for he died in Actual 
Rebellion, Jufiiciarius Anglice, againft his Matter) 
advifed, That the bell means to remove that great 
and good Obftacle, the Earl of Kent , out of the 
way of their Advancement, was by fitting and 
diving into his Actions, and fiding with hisOp- 
pofite Peter Biftiop of Wtnchefter, (an ill Man, but 
gracious with the King) making ftill their Ends, 
That the Worthicft being driven out by the worft, 
they fliali either be able to mate him with his 
own Vice, which will be ever more vifible as he 
is more potent, and fo remove him at pleafure 
or clfe give over the King to fuch Minifters, as lo- 
fing him the Hearts of his People, might fmooth 
them a way to their bad Defires ; Honores quos 
guieta Reipublica defperant perturbata confequi fe 
pojfe arlitrantur. Tims Counfcl heard, appro ved] 
and put in practice, the corrupt and ambitious 
"Bifliop is eafily enfnared to their Part, by Money,, 
and opinion of increafing Power. 

Articles in all hafte are forged,and urged againft 
the Earl ; as, Sale of Crown- Lands, Walling of the 
King's Treafure, and laft, that which thefe doubt- 
ful Minds held Capital, his giving allowance to 
any thing that might breed a Rupture between the 
Sovereign and his Subjects, as he had done, in ma- 
king way with the King to annihilate all Patents 
granted in his Nonage, and inforccd the Subject to- 
pay, as the Record faith ; Non juxta fingulorum 
facultatemfid qukquid Jujlkiarius (eftimabat.. Well, 



he cleared himfelf of all but the laft, and did wor- 
thily periih by it : For Acts that fill Princes Cof- 
fers, are ever the Ruine of their firft Inventors. 
Bad Times corrupt good Counfels, and make the 
beft Minifters yield to the Lull of Princes ; There- 
fore this King cannot pafs blameiefs, that would 
fo eafily blemiih all Merits of fo good a Servant, 
for that wherein himfelf was chief "in fault 

But Princes Natures are more variable,and foon- 
er cloyed, than others , more tranfttory their Fa- 
vours ; and as their Minds are large , fo they 
eafily over-look their firft Elections , tying their 
Affections no farther than their own Satisfactions. 

The Bifliop now alone manageth the State, chu- 
feth his Chief Inftrument, Peter de Rivals, a 
Man like himfelf, difplaceth his Natives, and 
draweth PoiSiovins and Brittans into Offices of 
beft Truft and Benefit, and the King into an ill 
Opinion of his People ; For nothing is more againft 
the Nature of the Ettglijh, than to have Strangers 
to Rule over them. Of this Man's Time Wtndo- 
ver,an Author then living, faith, Judicia commit - 
tuntur tnjuflis Leges ex legibus, Fax difcordant'tbus 
Juftkia injurious. 

Thus the Plot of the Tumultuous Earons went 
clear ; and had not the difcreeter Bifliops calmed all 
by dutiful Perfuafions, and informing the King, 
That the fupport of this bold Man's Power, (whole 
Carriage before had loft his Father Normandy, the 
Love of his People, and in that his Crown) would, 
by his teaching the Son to reject in pafiion the 
juft Petitions of his Loyal Subjects* as of late the 

. Earl 
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Earl of Pembroke , his Earl-Marflial of England, 
the due of his Office, drive all the State into dif- 
content, by his bad Advice, and corrupt Manners ; 
doubtlefs the Rebellious Lords had ended this Di- 
ftemper, as their Defign was, in a Civil War. 

Denials from Princes muft bofupplied with gra- 
cious Ufage, that though they cure not the Sore, 
yet they may abate the (cnfe of it ; but beft it is, 
that all Favours come directly from themfelves ; 
Denials, and things of Bitternefs, from their Mi- 
nillers. 

Thus are the Strangers all difplaced and banifli- 
ed, Rivallis's Extortions ranfack'd by many ftri& 
Commiflions of Inquiry.- The Bifliop fent away 
difgrac'd, finds now that Nulla qua fita fee/ere po- 
tentia diuturna ; and that in Princes Favours there 
is no fubfiftence between the higheft of all, and 
Precipitation. 

• The Lords ftill fruftrate of their malicious ends, 
began to low on thefe late Grounds of the Peoples 
Difcontent, Querelas & ambiguos de Principe fermo- 
nes & quoque alia turb amenta vulgi, and took it up 
a Fafliion to endear and glorifie themfelves with 
the fcnfelefs Multitude, by difparaging the King's 
Difcretion and Government ; whofe Nature too 
gentle for fuch infolent Spirits, was forced (as 
1 revet, faith) to feek, as he pfefently did, Advice 
and Love amongft Strangers , feeing no Defert 
could purchafe it at home ; ail bore themfelves 
like Tutors and Controllers, few like Subjects and 
Counfellors. God we fee hbldeth the Hearts of 
Princes^ and fendeth them fuch Counfellors as the 
•10 B quality 
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quality of the Subject mcriteth : Yor-Mountford, a 
Frenchman, became the next Object of the King^s 
Delight; a Gentleman of choice Blood, Educati- 
on, and Feature. On this Man's Content the 
heady Affection of the Sovereign did fo much 
doat, that at his firft entrance of Grace, in envy 
of the Nobility , he made him Earl of Leicefter ; 
and in no lefs Offence of the Clergy, by violating 
the Rites of the Holy Church, gave him his vow- 
ed vailed Sifter to Wife. More of Art than ufu- 
ally fome have deemed this Adt of the King's, ma- 
king the ty e of his Dependency the ftrength of his 
AfTurance, fo both at his will. 

Mouvtford, rnade wanton thus with dalliance of 
his Mafter , forgetteth Moderation ; for, feldom 
Difcretion in Youth attendeth great and fudden 
Fortune : He draweth all Publick Affairs into his 
own Hands, all Favours muft pafs from him, ail 
Preferments by him, all Suits addrefled to him ; 
the King but as a Cypher, fet to add to thirFigure 
the more of Number. Great is the Sovereign's 
Errour, when the Hope of Subjects muft recog- 
nize it felf beholden to the Servant, which ought 
immediately to be acknowledged from the good: 
nefs and good Election of himfeif Though Prin- 
ces may take above others fome repofeful Friend, 
with whom they may participate their neareft 
PalTions ; yet ought they fo to temper the Affairs 
of their Favour, that they corrupt not the Effects 
of their Principalities. 

At this the great and graveft Men began to 
grieve, knowing the unworthy, without Honour 
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or Merit, thus to deal alone in that which fliould 
paft through their Hands, and to leap over ail 
their Heads, to the grcateft Honour and Offices ; 
and therefore run along with the then rifing Grace 
of the King's Half-Brethren (though Strangers), 
hoping thereby to divide that Power, which other- 
wife they faw impoilible to break. 

Leicefter confident of his Matter's Love , and 
impatient to bear either Rival in Favour or Partner 
in Rule, oppofeth them all ; but findeth in his 
Ebb of Favour the Fortune of others , and that 
this King could ever as eafily transkr his Fancy, 
as he had fetled his Affeclkjrh Great, we fee, muft 
be the Art and Cunning 6f that Man that keeps 
himfelf afloat in the Stream of Sovereign s Fa- 
vour, fmce the change of Princes Wills, which for 
the mod part are full of Fancy, and foon fatiated, 
are hardly arretted. Whofo would effect thi% 
mutt onely attend the Honour and Service of his 
Matter, and, difpoilcd of all other Rcfpe&s, tran£ 
form himfelf into his inward Inclination, and work 
into necettityof Irnployfrnent, by undergoing tht 
Offices of moft Secrefie, -either of PublickServicej 
or Princes PJeaftreis,: he rauft alfo beat down Com- 
petitors of Worth by the Hands of others, conceal 
his own Greatnefs in Publick, with a feigned Hu- 
mility ; and what Potency or Government he 
aflefteth, let it rather feem the Work of others] 
out of coriveniency than any Appetite of hi* 
pwn. ■ - • - r ..... v .' .^ 

Now were the Reins of Rule , by this advarH 
tage, taken by the Rebellious Lords, and put alone 
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into the Hands of the King's Half-Brethren, Adam y 
Cuidoy Godfrey t and WiOiam himfelf, as before ; Et 
magna Fortuna Ucentiam tantum ujurpans : For to 
a&hisown part, he was ever wyre-arawn, when 
be had fuch worthy Servants as would often for 
his Honour urge it. For thefe Matters (as WaMing- 
ford termeth them) tanta elati jaftantia quod nec 
Superior em fibi inte//igunt, nec par em me Hit is & mol- 
litis adulationibus animum Regis pro libito voluntatis 
a ratione tramite declinantes, do alone what they 
lift. They fill up the Places of Juftice and Truft 
with their Country-men , Strangers ; exact: of 
whom, how, and what they pleafe; wafte the 
Treafure, and Crown-Lands, on themfelves, and 
their Followers ; fet Prices on all Offences, and 
Rein the Law within the Rule of their own 
Breads: the ufual Reply of their Servants to the 
Plaints of the King's Subje&s, being, tiki 
rettum faciet * Dominus Rex vult - r quod Dominus 
meus vult. Thefe Strangers leemed in their iaw- 
lafs Carriage not to have been invited, but to have 
•ntred the State by Conqueft.- The Great Men 
they enforced not to obey, but to ferve ; and the 
Mean, to live fo as they might juftly (ay, they 
had nothing. Yet left the King fhould hear the 
Groans of his People,, and the Wickcdnefs of his- 
Minifters, which good and able Men would tell 
him, they bar all fuchAccefs: Sufpicion < being the 
beft Preferver of her own Deferts, aimetfc at thefe*: 
who have more of Vertue than themfelves, as, 
fearing them moft* Thus is the Incapacity of Go- 
vernment in a King, when it falls to be. a Prey to 
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fuch lawlefs Minions, the ground of infinite Cor- 
ruption in all the Members of the State ; all take 
warrant generally from Princes Weakneflcs, of li- 
centious Liberty ; and Great ones make Profit 
particularly by it, and therefore give way to in- 
creafe, fo to multiply their Gains. 

A Famine accompanieth thefe Corruptions, and 
that fo violent, that the King is enforced to direct 
Writs to all the Shires, Ad pauper es mortuos fepeli- 
ttndos famis media deficientes : Famine proceeds, 
Fames praceffit & fecntus eft glad/us tarn terr/bi/is 
ut nemo inermis fecure poj/it, provincias perragare : 
For all the Villages ot the Kingdom were left a 
Prey to the lawlefs Multitude ; who per diverfas 
partes itiner -antes velut per Confentum a/iorum, (as 
the Record faith) did imply, that the FadUous 
Lords fufpe&ed by the King^had given fome heat 
to that Commotion : Seditious Peers bringing 
ever Fewel to fuch Popular Fires. 

Neither was the Church without a bufie part in 
this Tragick Work ; for Waiter Bifliop of Worce- 
fier, and Robert of Lincoln, to- whom Mount ford 
and his Fa&ion, praz cordialiter adharebant, were 
fer ingaged. In fuch Defigns Churchy-men are 
never wanting ; and the diftafte of the prefent 
Government (as well in the Church as in the 
Commonwealth) will ever be a knot of ftrengtfi 
for fuch unquiet Spirits , who is well frame to 
themfelvies fome other Form of Government than 
the prefent i« the Church, as in the Temporal- 
State; as that which with the giddy Multitude 
wmneth beft Opinion* and did ar this time- fitly* 

fuir 
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fuit the Peoples Humours, fo much diftaftingthe 
new Courts of the Clergy, their Pomp, their 
Greedinefs, and the Pope's Extortions. 

A fair Pretext was it to thofe Fadrious Biftiops, 
to uie their bitter Pens and Speeches To far againft 
Religious Orders, Ceremonies, and State of. the 
Church, that one of them incurred the Sentence 
of Excommunication at Rome, and Treafon at 
home ; for he enjoyned the Earl of Lekefier in 
Remifiione peccatorum ut caufam Mam (meaning his 
Rebel libns) ufque ad mortem affumere/, afierens pa- 
cem Ecclefia AnglkatuB numquam fine gladio mate- 
rial i psjfe fir mar /. It was not the beft DocTrine 
that this Man could plant, by Liberty or War, 
when the firfl; Church rofe by Fading and Prayer. 

True Piety binds the Subject todefire a good 
Sovereign , but to bear with a bad one, and to 
take up the Burthen of Priuces with a bended 
Knee, rather in time fo to defervc abatement, tbm 
refift Authority. 

Church-men therefore ought not always to lead 
us in the Rule of Loyalty, but a knowledge of 
our own Duties; in difficult Points of Religion, 
where an humble Ignorance is a fafe and iccure 
Knowledge, we may relie upon jrhenv , J U 3 11 - 

To fupprefs thefe Troubles, and fupply the 
King's Extremity, a Parliament was called, much 
to the liking pf thofe Lords, who as Jittlt? meant 
to relieve : the King > as they didrto - quiet th* 
State ; their end at that time being pnelytpopem 
at home the Poverty of their Mafter^ to leflen 
his Reputation abroad , and to brave, out their 

own 
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own Pa/Eons freely, while thofe times of Liberty 
permit. 

Here they began to tell him he had wronged 
the Publick State, in taking to his Private Election 
the Jultice, Chancellor, and Treafurer, that fhouid 
beonely by the Common-Council of the Realm ; 
" commending much the Bifhop of Chichefier , for 
denying delivery of the Great Seal but in Parlia- 
ment, where he received it. i 

They blame him to have beftowed the befl Pla- 
ces of Trull and Benefit, in his Gift, on Strangers,: 
and to leave die Englifb unrewarded ;. to have un- 
done the Trade of Merchants, by bringing in Mal- 
to/ts znd heavy Cuftoms ; and to hive hurt the 
Common Liberty, by Non obft antes in his Patents, 
to make good Monopolies for private Favourites. 

That he had taken from his Subjects quicquid 
hah uer tint in elcukntis & poculentis Rujlicorum enim 
eqnes bigas vina viflualia aj libitum capita 

That his Judges were (ent in Circuits,, under 
pretext of Juftice, to fleece the People, Cdujis jiiti- 
tin quofcunque pot er ant diripuerttnt. 

, And that Sir Robert de Purflowe had wrung from 
the Borderers of his Foreft, under pretence of En 
croachments or Marts,' great Sums of Money. . 

And therefore they wonder that lie fliould now 
demand Relief from his fo pilled and polled Com- 
mons.,, who by their former Extremities & per 
auxrlia prius data it a. depaMpcnant*r *t nthil aut 
parmn habeant in bonis ; And therefore advifed 
him, that fince his needlefs Expence, pojtquam Regui 
c/epit effe dilapidate, was fummed up by them to 

above 



above 8coooo /. it were fitting to pull from his 
Favourites, who had gleaned the Treafure of his 
Kingdom, and fhared the old Lands of his Crown, 
feeing one of them there , whom the Lords de- 
fer ibed to be Miles litter at u$) or Cleric us m Hi tar is, 
who had in fliort fpace, from the Inheritance of an 
Acre, grown to the Pofleflfion of an Earldom ; and 
Manfel, another inferiour Clerk, that (befides Fifty 
Promotions with the Cure of Souls) rofe to di- 
fpend in Annual Revenue 4000 Marks ; whereas 
more moderate Fees would have become a Pen- 
man, no better qualified than with the ordinary 
Fruits of a Writing-School. Yet if a moderate 
Supply would fuit with the King's Occasions, they 
were content to perform lb far Relief in Obedi- 
ence, as the Defert of his Carriage fhouid merit 
toward them : And fo, as the Record faith, Dies 
datur fuit in tres feptimanas lit interim Rex excef- 
fuosfuos corrigeret & Magnates voluntati ejus oi- 
temperarenU . , ,: .,' - i i 

At which day, upon new Grant of the .Great 
Charter, admittance to his Council of fome Per- 
fons elefted by the Commons, and promife to re- 
lie upon his Natives, arid not Strangers,, for Ad-: 
,vice hereafter, they fpare him fuch a Pittance as> 
rauft tie him to their Devotion, for a new Supply. 

Thus Parliaments, that before were ever a Me- 
dicine to heal up any Rupture in Princes Fortunes, 
are now grown worfe than the Malady ; fith from 
thence more malignant Humours began to reign in 
them, than well-compofed Tempers. : *\ <i .. . 

The King by this experienced of the Intents jof 

his 
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his Rebellious Lords, and finding that the want of 
Treafure was the way whereby they inthralled 
his Majefty , begins now to play the Good huf- 
band, clofeth his Hand of Wafte, and refolves 
himfelf (too late) to (land alone. , Such Experi- 
ence is pernicious to the private, and dangerous 
to the Publick Good of a State, whtn it never 
learns to do, but by undoing; and never feesOr- 
der^bur. when Diforder ftiews it. Yet (till, alas! 
fuch was his flexibility when he came to be nref- 
fed by his French Minions, that he could not hold 
his Hand any longer from their vaft Defires and 
endlefs Wafte :So that an Author then living faith, 
It became a by- word, Our Inheritance is converted 
to Aliens, and our Houfes to Strangers, Followers 
to a King excelfive in *Gifrs, 'are exceflive in De- 
mands, and cut them not out by Reafon, but by 
Example. Favours pad are not accounted we 
love no Bounty but what is meerly future.- The 
more that a Prince weakncth himfelf in giving, 
the poorer he is of Friends; for fuch Prodigality 
in a Sovereign, ever ends in the Rapine and Spoil 
of his Subjects. 

Yet before the King would again fubmit him- 
fclf, as he had the fair Parliament , to fo many 
brave and ftricT: Inquiries of his diflo) al Subjects, 
he meancth to pafs through all the Shifts that ex- 
tremity of Need, With greatnefs of Mind, could 
ky upon him. He .btginneth firft with Sale of 
Lands, and then of Jewels; pawneth Gafcoyne, 
and after that, his Imperial Crowij : and when he 
had neither Credit to borrow, (having fo often 

C failed 



failed the Truft he had made) nor Pawns of his 
own, he then layeth to Pawn the Jewels and Or- 
naments of St. Edward's Shrine ; and in the end, 
not having means to defray the Diet of his Court, 
was enforced to break up Houfe, and (as Paris 
faith) with his Qgeen and Children, cum Abbati* 
bus & Prior/bus fatis hum 'tl'tter Hofpitia quafivit 
& prandia. 

This low Ebb which again the King's Improvi- 
dence had brought him to, gave great aflurance 
to the Rebellious Lords, that they lhould now at 
lafl have the Sovereign Power left a Prey to their 
ambitious Defigns ; and to bring it fafter on, they 
defire nothing more than to fee the King's Extre- 
mity conftrain a Parliament 5 for at fuch times 
Princes are ever lefs than they fliould be, Subjects 
more. 

To haflen on the time, and adapt the means, 
there are fown certain feditious Rumors, That the 
King's Nfeceffity muft repair it felf upon the For- 
tunes and Bleffings of his People ; That having 
nothing of his own left, he might and meant to 
take or others : For Kings may not want, as long 
as the Subjects have Means to fupply. 

This took fire juft to thfeirl minds, and wrought 
a little moving in the Stare, which doubtlefs had 
flamed higher, if the King had not a/Twaged.it by 
Proclamations, wherein he declared Quod quidam 
makvoli fin$ra pradicantes^ HI is falfo. fufgefferawt 
iMum veUe cos indebite £rayari> ac fura& Libert a- 
tos Regni fubvertere,& ferfuggejliotres Mas dvlofas 
& omnia fa/fas eorum corda a fua malcdMioxe\, & 

fdeL 
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fidelitate nverterent ; but defireth, that hujufmodt 
animorum fuornm perturbationibus ne finem adbibe* 
rent ; for that he was ever ready to defend them 
from the Oppreffion of the Great Lords, & omnia 
jura & confuetudinis, eorum deb it as bonas, @ con* 
fitetaf, in omnibus & per omnia plenius obfervare ; 
and that they may rdt of this fecure, de voluntas 
fua Lbera> liter as fuas fecit patentes. 
; But feeing ftiJl that Majefty and Right fubfift 
not without Means and Power, *nd himfelf had 
of neither fo much as -would ftop the prefent 
Breach in his own Wants, or his Subjects Loyal- 
ties, he flieth to the Bofom of his People for Re- 
lief and Counfel. 

At Oxford they met in Parliament, where his 
Necefiity met fo many undutiful Demands, that? 
he was forced to render up to their Rebellious Will 
his Royal Power. 

Here rite Commons, knowing that, quum clege- 
r* inceperwtt, they were leco /tbertatis, ltood with 
the King to have the Managing of the State put 
to the Care of Twenty four, whereof Twelve by 
their Efaftioa (wJbereto they look ftri&ly) and 
the other by 'him, who in a II things elfe was left: 
iGypher, and in this, whether by fear or remif- 
nefs," filled up his Number with Mount for d> Ghee* 
Jhr, and Spencer ; which, befides the weakning of 
his awn Part, woa to thofe Ms late Oppofites an 
(pinion of grm;Ititereft .thty had got in his Fa- 
VQUT7 Heiuwrhatfc left neither Election of Pub- 
hck Office, nor Private Attendants. His Half. 
Brethren and their Followers he rauft defpoil of 
v:i r "C x * all 
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ail Fortune , and exile by Prefcription under his 
own Hand , commanding his Writs Pro tranjpor- 
tat tone fratrum J uor um t to be dire&ed to the Earls 
of Hartford and Surrey , and not to pafs either 
their Money, Arms, or Ornaments, nifiin forma 
quam ditti Commites injunxerent ; and after their 
departure, cnjoyned the Men of Briflol, that they 
fhould not permit any Strangers, Sive propinquos 
Regis appltcare in portu % but fo to behave them- 
felves therein, that as well the King, quam Magna- 
tes fin eos -uteri to Meant commend are. 

Thus we fee how eafily Mens Eftates do change 
in a moment, and how hard it is to make ufe of 
ail things ill gotten. 

Richard Eled of the Empire , the King's full 
Brother, and then beyond Sea, mud be wrought 
by Letter, as his free Defire, to confirm by Oath 
thofe former Reftri&ions of Regal Power; which 
though performed , yet would the Lords fuffer 
neither the one nor the other to enter DoverCz- 
ftle (the Key of the Kingdom) which they had 
furnifhed, as mod of the other Forts of Reputati- 
on in the Realm, with Guardians of their own, 
fworn refpe&ively to the State ; and then taking 
the like Afliirance of all Sheriffs, Bailiffs, Coro- 
ners, and other Publick Minifters; fearching the 
Behaviour of many by Uriel CommiiTion upon 
Oath, to win opinion in fhew among the Vulgar,- 
who groaned under their late Extortions ; where- 
as their end wlas truly, as it after proved, by dif- 
placing the faithful Servants of the King, to open a 
way to their own Dependants. 

Thus 
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Thus changing Sole Power into the Rule of 
Many, and thofe by Popular Election, made the 
State believe, that by this Form of Limited Po- 
litic they had utterly fupprefled the Mind of Man 
for ever dreaming more upon the Imaginary Hu- 
mours of Licentious Sovereignty .• But it fell out 
nothing fo ; for now every Man began to eftimate 
his own Worth, and to hammer his Head on every 
Defign that might enlarge his Power and Com- 
mand. 

Then began the Great Men to rent from the 
Body of the Crown, and Regal Seigniories, all 
fuch Royal Suitors as neighboured any of their 
own Seats, whereto they enforce their Service, 
and fo <as the Record faith) Ad fettas indebitas, 
& fervitutes intolerabiles fubditos Regis computer unt. 
Thus raifing mean Mannors to become great Ho- 
nours, and renting afunder the Regal Juitice, they 
made themfclves, of fo many Subjects whilft they 
lived in Duty , tot idem Tyranni {as the Bob k of 
St. Albans faith) when they had left their Loyal- 
ty; Magnas induxerunt Magnates Regniyfuper fub- 
ditos Regis fervitutes & opprejfwnes ; which they 
bore patiently r for excefs of Miftry having tto 
eafe but Cuftbm, made Metr wilKng to lay the 
Foundation of Servitude by the .Ieftgth of Suffe- 
rance, which found no eafe or end until the Quiet 
of this King's Reign. . , ■ • . ' -> 

Mountford, Glocefter, iniVifpeucer, the Heads of 
this RebelliousDefigni havihg bjr the late Proved 
fions drawn to the Hands of the Twenty four! 
Tribunes of the People the entire Managing of the 

Royd 
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Royal State and finding that Power too much 
• difperied to work the End of their De fires, forced 
again the King to call a Parliament, where they 
delivered over the Authority of the Twenty four 
unto themfeives, a,a4 create a Triumvirate , non 
•Qonjlituend* Reipublicte cauja, as they firfb pretend- 
ed, for their own ends ; and fo in the Intereft of 
ibme Private contented, the Publick was liayed, 
but to make a fpeedier way .to one ot them, as it 
fatally did, - to become Dittator perpetuus. 

Ambition is never fo high, but Hie thinks Hill 
to mount ; that Station which feemed lately the 
Top, is but a Step to her now $ and what before 
was -Great in defiring, feems little being once in 
power. , 

Thefe Three elect Nine Counfeliors,and appoint 
quod fres ad minus alter natim femper in Curia fint y 
to difpote of the Cuftody of Caules, & de a/iis 
Regui negoti/s r.\ The Chief Jufticc , Chancellor, 
^iT^eafijrer, with all . Offices, major es &f mino* 
r^they reiervc die Choice of to themfeives, and 
bind the King to this hard Bargain upon fuch 
ftrong Security, that he is contented, under the 
• Great Seal and Oath, to lofe to them die Knot of 
R^gal Du^ ^nfoever Iw aflumeta to himfclf 
hjs Regal Dignity ; Lice at omnibus de Regno nafin 

Sntra nfs 9 in furgere <3? ad gravamen, no ft rum opem 
[operam dare at Ji nobis in nuffo tenerenpur . t 
This, Prodigy of Forfuj^, whom vxi had fet as 
a pittiful Example of her ■ Inconftancy, finding no 
part of his Sovereignly left but the bare Title, 
and that at their leaive, beggeth Succour from Vr- 

ban 
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Im the Fourth, againft his difloyal Sobjefts. The 
Pope by his Bull cancelieth his Oath and Contract, 
andarmeth him with Excommunications againft 
all thofe that return not with fpeed to their due 
and former Obedience ; fince Promifes made bjn 
Men which cannot fay they are at liberty, ar© 
weak, and Force hath no power to make juft In- 
rereft. 

The Lords, on the other fide, that had imped 
their Wings with Eagles Feathers, and liked no 
Game now but what was raked out of the Aihes 
of Monarchy , made Head againft their Sove- 
reign; and, to mate him the better, called in Aid 
fome French Forces: Thus the Commonwealth 
turned again her Sword into her own Bowels, and 
invited her ancient Enemy to the Funeral of her 
Liberty ; fo that it was a wonder Hie fliould not 
at this time pafs under a Foreign Servitude. And 
though thefeMen were more truly fenfibjleof theiu 
own Difgrace, than of others Mifery ; y§t found 
they no better pretext for Private fnt§f*eft> that* 
that of the Publick : And therefore, at the entry 
of this War* they cried Liberty \ although, when 
they came near to an end, they never foeak word 

At Lewes the Armies met, where the King en* 
deavours a Reconciliation, but in vain; for Pcr- 
fuafk>ns are ever unprofitable,, when Juftice is I^t 
feriour to Force The Swprd ctecidqS the Diffft 
rence, and ;gav€ the 'twonKidgs, aqd tbek ei<kl\ 
Sons, Prisoners* r ' c . i < . r« ; . j 

The Perfon now, as well as the Regal Powder, 

thus 
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thus in the Hands of Mountford and Gloceftcr, 
found neither Bond of Security, nor Expectation 
of Liberty, but what the emulous Competition of 
Greatnefs (which now began to break out between 
thefe mighty Rivals) gave hope of ; for Leicefter, 
meaning by ingroifing from his Partner to himfelf 
the Perlbn of the King, and to his Followers the 
beft Portion of the Spoil, to draw more Fruit from 
this Advantage than it lhould in Fellowlhip yield, 
diflblved the Knot of all their Amity. 

Thus equal Authority, with the fame Power, is 
ever fatal (we fee) to all great Actions : For, to fit 
Minds to fo even a temper, that they (liould not 
have fome motions of dufenting, is impollible. 

Mountford having thus broken all Faith with 
his Confederates, and Duty to his Sovereign, left 
the path of Moderation and Wifdom, to come to 
the King by that of Pride and Diftruft. To him 
he telleth, That his Arms and Ends had no other 
Objecl: ever but Order of the State, and Eafe of 
the People ; That he did not in this carry Affe- 
ction againft Duty, but well knew how to rein 
his Defires to his juft Power, and fo no left to his 
Majefty's content, if he would be ruled ; which 
was to command the Forts and Caftles of his now 
Oppofite Glocefter, and the reft, into his Hands. 

It was hard to this King thus to take a Law 
from his Inferiour .• but Neceflky in Sovereign 
Affairs doth often force away all Formality ; and 
therefore this poor Prince,who now at the Vi&or's 
difcretion , feemed to have been onely raifed to 
flie w the Inconftancy of Fortune^ and Vanity of 

Man, 
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Man, fuited himfelf with incomparable* Wifdom, 
according to the Nece/Tity of the Time. Neither 
did Humility wrong Majefty, when there was no 
other Means to contain Spirits fo infolcnt, but 
Dirtembling. He therefore fummoneth in his 
own Perfon the Forts of hisfafteft Friends, to yield 
to his greateft: Enemies. This he enters in fhew 
as his Lodging, but in effect his Prifon, and faw 
himfelf forced to arm againfl: his Friends, and to 
receive now Law from him to whom he lately 
thought to give it. . 

Thus Letcefter is become a Darling of the Com- 
mon Rout^ who cafily change to every new Ma- 
iler ; but the Bell durft not ftil along his Fortune 
by the Light of his Glory. Cfyftal that fairly 
glifterethdoth cafily break; and as the Afcent of 
ufurping Royalty is flippery, fo the Top is fliaking, 
and the Fall fearful. To hold this Man then at 
the entry of his falfe Felicity fully happy, was but 
to give the Name of the Image to the Metal that 
was not yet molten: For by this the imprifoned 
Prince wasefcaped, and fail affured of Glocefter, 
by the knot of his great Mind, and Difcontent ; 
and both with the torn Remainder of the Loyal 
Army united, and by fpeedy March arrived un- 
looked for, near Evejbarn, to the unarmed Troops 
of the fecure Rebels , whom they inttantly af- 
(ailed ; for it Was no fit feafon to give time, when 
no time did affure fo much as expedition did pro- 
mife. '■' » ! • "* \ 

Diffencer , and other Lords of that Faftton, 
madetpwards the Kirig^with the belt fpeed, for 
• '»;v, '«:• D Mercy; 
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Mercy ; but could not break out, being hurried 
along the Storm of the giddy Multitude. 

Publick Motions depend on the Conduct of For- 
tune ; Private, on our own Carriage, Wc muft 
beware of running down fteep Hills with weigh- 
ty Bodies ; they once in motion, f*o feruntur port- 
derc^ flops are not then voluntary. But Lekc- 
fier at that inftant with the King, and out of the 
Storm, might have efcaped, if his Courage and 
Hope had not made him more refolute by Misfor- 
tune, fo that he could neither forfake his Follow- 
ers, nor his Ambition ; thus making Adverfity 
the exercife of his Vertue, he came, and fell. 

The King by the Blefled Fortune freed and 
obeyed, began to fearch the Ground of his for- 
mer Mifery, and why that Vertue and Fortune 
that had fo long fettled and maintained under his 
Anceftors the Glory of his Empire, had call her in 
his time off] and confjpired with her Enemies, to 
her almofl Ruine, as it the Genius of the State had 
quite forfook her. Here he finds his wafteful 
Hand had been too quick both over the Fortunes 
and the Bleflings of, his People ; the griping Ava- 
rice of his Civil Minifters, and lawlefs Liberty of 
his Martial Followers ; the aegject of Grace, and 
breach of his Word, to have loft his Nobility at 
home.- and Neceflity, his Reputation abroad 5 by 
making Merchandife of Peace and War, as his la ft 
Refuge ; fo leaving his old Allies, became enfor- 
ced to betake himfelf to Perfon s doubtful, or inju- 
red; and that by giving over himfelf to a fenfual 
Security, and referring all to bafc, greedy, and 

unworthy 
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unworthy Minifters, whofe Counfels were ever 
more fubtle than fubftantial, he had thrown down 
thofe Pillars of Sovereignty and fafety, Reputation 
abroad, and Reverence at home. 

He now therefore making Sweetnefs and Cle- 
mency the Entrances of his regained Rule ; for the 
Faults of mod of the late Rebels he forgot : A gra- 
cious kind of pardoning, not to take knowledge 
of Offences. Others he forgot, that they might 
Jive but to the glory of his Goodnefs ; for the 
fewer killed , the more remains to adorn the 
Trophy, 

Tyrants fhed Blood for Pleafure, Kings for Nc 
cetfity : yet left his Juftice and Power might too 
much fuffer in his Grace and Mercy, fome few he 
puniftied by fmall Fines, fome by Baniftiment ; as 
the two guiltlefs, yet unpittied Sons of the Arch- 
Tray tor. Treafon fo hateful is to the Head, that 
it draweth (we fee in this) the Carriage of the in- 
nocent Children into an everlafting fufpect ,*and 
what is Sufpicion in others,is Guilt in them. Upon: 
the conftant Followers of his broken Fortunes he 
beftoweth, but with a more wary Hand than be- 
fore, the Forfeiture of his Enemies. Immoderate 
Liberality he had found but a weak means to win 
Xove ; for it loft more in the gathering, than it 
gained in the giving. This Bounty , bellowed 
without Relpeft, was taken without Grace , dif 
credited the Receiver , and detracted from the 
Judgment of the Giver, and blunted the Appe- 
tites of fuch as carried their Hopes out of Vertue 
and Service. Thus at laft he learned, that Re- 
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ward and Reprehenfion juftly laid , do balance 
Government ; and that it much importeth a 
Prince, the Hand to be equal that holdeth the 
Scale.. 

In himfelf he reformed his Natural Errors. 
Princes Mariners, though a mute Law, have more 
of life and vigour than thofe of Letters : And 
though he did fometimes touch upon the verge of 
Vice, he forbore ever after to enter the Circle. 

His Court, wherein at this time the Faults of 
Great Men did not onely by approbation but imi- 
tation receive true Comfort and Authority, (for 
their Crimes now became Examples and Cuftoms) 
lie purged very judtcioufly and feverely ; fince 
from thence proceeds cither the regular or irregular 
Condition of jhe Common State. 

Expence of Houfe he meaftireth by the juft 
Rule of his proper Revenue, and was heard often 
to fay % That his Excefs of Wafte before had been 
an lltue of his Subjects Blood. The Infolency of 
his Soldiers, made lawlefs by the late Liberties of 
Civil Arms, he fpendeth in Foreign Expeditions ; 
having feen, that the quiet Spirits underwent all 
the former Calamities, and the other never were 
fatisrted but in the Mifery of Innocents, and would, 
if they had no Enemies abroad, feek out at home, 
as they had done before. 

The Rigour and Corruption of his Judicial' Of- 
ficers he examkreth, and redrefleth, by ftricT: Com- 
rniflion: For the fenfe of their Severity, -became 
a murmur of his own Cruelty. . ' . ' 

prhe Seats of Judgment and Council-he -filled 



op with Men Nobly born : for fuch attra&y with 
left offence, the generous Spirits to RefpecT: and 
Reverence. Their Abilities he meafureth not by 
Favour, or private Information, as before ; but by 
publick Voice: For every Man in particular may 
deceive, and be deceived but no Man candeceiv* 
all, nor all one. 

And todifcover now his owrf ^Capacity, and 
what Part he meaneth to bear hereafter in all de- ' 
liberate Expeditions, he fitteth himfeif in Coun-* 
cil daily, and difpofeth Affairs of moll weight in 
his own Perfon : For Councilors, be they never 
(b wife or worthy, are but as Acceflanes, not* 
Principals, in fuftentation of the Statfe; theirOf- 
flce muft be Subjection, not Fellowlhip, in Conft- 
derations of moment ; and to have Ability to Ad- 
vife, not Authority to Refolve * 
' For, as to live, the Prince muft have a particu- 
lar Soul ; fo to rule, his proper and intern Coun- * 
cil : Without the one, he can never be truly 'Man ; 
. without the other, he lhall nqVer be fecureJy a 
Prince; For it offendeth as well the Minifter (of 
merit) as the People, to force Obedience to one 
uncapable of his awn Greatnefs, or unworthy of 
his Fortunes. 

This wonderful Change to the general State (fo 
hopelefs lately to recover her former Liberty, 
they fought now for nothing but the mildeft Ser- 
vitude) brought thenitorne again with 'admirati- 
on to his devotion, and their own Duty. 

He that will lay (we fee) the Foundation of 
Greatnefs upon Popular Love, muft give them 

Eafe 



Eafe and Juftice : for they always meafure the 
Bond of their Obedience by the Good which they 
receive. 

This Peace attended ever after his Age and 
Hearfe, and he happily lived to fafliion his Son 
4ttd Succeflbr, and to make him Partner of his 
own Experience and Authority; whofe own hard 
Education training him from that Intemperance 
which makes Nfen inferiour to Beafts, framed him 
to afleel: Glory andVertue, which made him fu- 
periour to Men. So that all the Actions of his 
future Reign were exact Grounds of Difcipline and 
Policie, for his bed Succeflbr to Rule by after ; 
who, as he was the Firft of his Name fince the 
Conqueft, fo was he the Firft that fetled the Law 
and State, deferving the Style of Englands Jufti- 
ma», and freed this Kingdom from the Ward (hip 
of the Peers ; fhewing himfelf, in ail his Actions 
•after, capable to Command not the Realm onely, 
but the whole World. 

Thus do the Wrongs of our Enemies, more 
than our own Difcretions, make us fometimes 
both Wife and Fortunate, 
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